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1
PERIODIC SYNCHRONIZER USING A
REDUCED TIMING MARGIN TO
GENERATE A SPECULATIVE
SYNCHRONIZED OUTPUT SIGNAL THAT IS
EITHER VALIDATED OR RECALLED

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to circuits, and, more spe-
cifically to synchronization circuits.

BACKGROUND

Many digital systems have multiple clock domains. Thus,
when signals move from one clock domain to another, they
must be synchronized to avoid metastability and synchro-
nization failure. If the two clocks have fixed frequencies, the
phase relationship between the two clocks is periodic, at the
beat frequency of the two clocks. By taking advantage of
this periodic phase relationship, a periodic synchronizer can
be simpler, have lower latency, and a lower probability of
failure than a synchronizer that has to handle crossing clock
domains where at least one of the clocks operates at a
variable frequency.

When at least one of the clocks operates at a variable
frequency, the design of the synchronizer is more compli-
cated. Typically, signals passing between clock domains are
synchronized with a periodic clock using asynchronous
first-in-first outs (FIFOs). A significant area overhead is
incurred for the FIFO memory. The FIFOs also add several
cycles of delay as the Gray-coded input and output pointers
of the FIFO must be synchronized through multiple flip-
flops to reliably transmit the signals across clock domains.

There is thus a need for addressing these and/or other
issues associated with the prior art.

SUMMARY

A method and a system are provided for speculative
periodic synchronization. A phase value representing a mea-
sured phase of the second clock signal relative to the first
clock signal measured at least one cycle earlier is received.
A period value representing a period of the second clock
signal relative to the first clock signal measured at least one
cycle earlier is also received. A reduced timing margin is
determined based on the phase value and the period value.
A speculatively synchronized output signal is generated
based on the reduced timing margin.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A illustrates a flowchart of a method for locating an
edge indication within a sequence of clock signal samples,
in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 1B illustrates a flowchart of a method for using the
edge indication to detect a phase, in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 2A illustrates a high-resolution phase detector, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 2B illustrates a clock delay unit of FIG. 2A, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 2C illustrates a clock sample unit of FIG. 2A, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 2D illustrates an edge detection unit of FIG. 2A, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 2E illustrates a phase unit of FIG. 2A, in accordance
with one embodiment.
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FIG. 2F illustrates a period unit of FIG. 2A, in accordance
with one embodiment.

FIG. 3A illustrates waveforms of two clock signals, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 3B illustrates other waveforms of two clock signals,
in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of a method for determining
a phase and a period, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5A illustrates another high-resolution phase detector,
in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5B illustrates an open-loop clock delay unit of FIG.
5A, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5C illustrates a clock sample unit of FIG. 5A, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5D illustrates a period computation unit of FIG. 5A,
in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5E illustrates a phase unit of FIG. 5A, in accordance
with one embodiment.

FIG. 5F illustrates a period unit of FIG. 5A, in accordance
with one embodiment.

FIG. 5G illustrates another flowchart of a method for
determining a phase and a period, in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 6A illustrates an exemplary integrated circuit in
which the various architecture and/or functionality of the
various previous embodiments may be implemented.

FIG. 6B illustrates a flowchart of a method for synchro-
nizing signals, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 6C illustrates waveforms of two clock signals, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 6D illustrates other waveforms of two clock signals,
in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 7A illustrates a variation-tolerant periodic synchro-
nizer, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 7B illustrates the registered signals unit of FIG. 7A,
in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 7C illustrates another flowchart of a method for
synchronizing signals, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 8A illustrates waveforms of two clock signals and a
series of extrapolated phase intervals, in accordance with
one embodiment.

FIG. 8B illustrates a flowchart of a method for specula-
tively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 8C illustrates waveforms of two clock signals and a
speculative series of extrapolated phase intervals, in accor-
dance with one embodiment.

FIG. 8D illustrates a speculative periodic synchronizer, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 8E illustrates another flowchart of a method for
speculatively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 9A illustrates another speculative periodic synchro-
nizer, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 9B illustrates another flowchart of a method for
speculatively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 9C illustrates another speculative periodic synchro-
nizer, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 9D illustrates another flowchart of a method for
speculatively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment.

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary system in which the
various architecture and/or functionality of the various pre-
vious embodiments may be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Processors used in smartphones, tablets, laptops, and
other mobile devices sometimes reduce the supply voltage
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provided to one or more integrated circuit devices to reduce
power consumption and extend the time between battery
recharging. The integrated circuit devices may also vary the
power supply voltage levels to different circuits within the
device based on different operating modes. Power supply
voltages may also change due to transients in the supply
current drawn by a component. As a power supply voltage
level is reduced, any clock signals dependent on the par-
ticular power supply voltage level may operate at a lower
frequency. When the power supply voltage level increases,
the frequency of the clock signal also increases. Because the
clock frequencies may vary as a function of power supply
voltage levels, conventional synchronization techniques that
rely on a fixed relationship between different clock domains
cannot be relied on for transmitting signals between clock
domains where at least one of the clocks has a variable
frequency.

Although, clock frequencies may vary in response to
varying power supply voltage levels, the techniques
described herein may also be applied to situations for which
the clock frequencies vary for other reasons. For example,
clock frequencies may vary as temperature varies or may
vary as a result of programming.

With respect to the present description, a first clock
domain is a clock domain of any type of system from which
a signal may be sampled. For example, the first clock
domain could be a clock domain of a central processing unit
(CPU), a graphics processing unit (GPU), a memory con-
troller, and/or any other system with a clock domain. The
first clock domain may include a first clock signal having a
particular frequency or a frequency that may vary. A second
clock domain may include a second clock signal having a
particular frequency or a frequency that may vary. Signals
that are transmitted from the second domain to the first
domain are synchronized to the first clock domain.

Rather that using a conventional synchronizer that passes
signals between clock domains using asynchronous first-in,
first-out buffers (FIFOs), a low latency synchronizer may be
may be designed that uses the relative phase between the two
clock domains. Assuming that the first clock signal is in a
receiving clock domain and the second clock signal is in a
transmitting clock domain, the relative phase is used to
determine when signals in the transmitting clock domain
may be sampled in the receiving clock domain. A high-
resolution phase detector, described further herein, may be
configured to track frequency transients and generate the
relative phase and period between the two clock domains
when one or both clock signals have varying frequencies.
The high-resolution phase detector uses the first clock signal
that is the local or receiving clock (clkr) and accepts the
second clock signal from the transmitting clock domain
(clkt). The high-resolution phase detector outputs two sig-
nals that encode: a phase value (Phase) and a period value
(Period). The phase value represents the time, in clkr unit
intervals (UI), from the last transition on clkt to the last
transition on clkr. The period value represents the time, in
clkr U, between the last two transitions on clkt.

FIG. 1A illustrates a flowchart of a method 100 for
locating an edge indication within a sequence of clock signal
samples, in accordance with one embodiment. At step 105,
a set of delayed versions of the first clock signal is generated.
Each delayed version of the first clock signal is a different
phase of the first clock signal. At step 110, the second clock
signal is sampled using the set of delayed versions of the first
clock signal to produce a sequence of samples in the first
clock domain. Then, at step 115, at least one edge indication
is located within the sequence of samples. The edge indi-
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cation is a rising or falling transition of a sample of the
sequence of samples. The at least one edge indication may
be used to compute the phase and period values.

FIG. 1B illustrates a flowchart of a method 130 for using
the edge indication to detect a phase, in accordance with one
embodiment. Steps 105, 110, and 115 are completed to
provide at least one edge indication. At step 120, the most
recent edge indication is processed to compute a phase value
representing a phase of the second clock signal relative to
the first clock signal. At step 125, the two most recent edge
indications are processed to compute a period value repre-
senting a relative period between the second clock signal
and the first clock signal.

FIG. 2A illustrates a high-resolution phase detector 200,
in accordance with one embodiment. The high-resolution
phase detector 200 includes a clock delay unit 210, a clock
sample unit 220, an edge detection unit 230, a phase unit
240, and a period unit 250. The high-resolution phase
detector 200 receives a first clock signal, Clk 201, and a
second clock signal, Clk 202, and generates two values, a
phase 203 and a period 204. The phase 203 and period 204
values are each encoded by multi-bit signals. The value of
phase 203 represents a phase of the second clock relative to
the first clock. The value of period 204 represents a relative
period between the second clock and the first clock. At least
one of the first clock and the second clock may vary over
time. The high-resolution phase detector 200 is designed to
continuously measure the phase and period as the frequency
of the first clock and/or the second clock varies.

FIG. 2B illustrates the clock delay unit 210 of FIG. 2A,
in accordance with one embodiment. A series of N delay
elements 211 produces N evenly-spaced different clock
phases, delayed versions of Clk 201, specifically Clk_do0,
Clk_d1, Clk_d2, Clk_d3, . .. Clk_dN. A phase comparator
215 configures the delay by which the delay elements 211
delay the respective input signals (Clk 201 and delayed
versions of Clk 201) to ensure the clock phases span one
period of the Clk 201, i.e., so that Clk 201=Clk_dO0 has the
same phase as Clk_dN. Because the phase comparator 215
controls the delay introduced by the delays elements 211, the
clock delay unit 210 is a closed-loop delay circuit. The
resolution of the high-resolution phase detector 200 may be
increased by increasing the number of delayed versions of
Clk 201 generated by the clock delay unit 210. In an
alternative embodiment, the phase comparator 215 may be
omitted and the clock delay line may be operated in an
open-loop manner.

FIG. 2C illustrates the clock sample unit 220 of FIG. 2A,
in accordance with one embodiment. The clock sample unit
220 includes a plurality of flip-flops 222 and a correspond-
ing plurality of synchronizers 224. The clock sample unit
220 receives the delayed versions of Clk 201 generated by
the clock delay unit 210 and produces a sequence of samples
of the second clock signal, Clk 202, in the domain of Clk
201. Each delayed version of the Clk 201, Clk_d0, Clk_
dl, ... Clk_dN is used to sample Clk 202, producing the
sequence of samples 225 at the outputs of the flip-flops 222.
The samples 225 are then retimed (to align the samples 225
with Clk 201) and synchronized (because the Clk 202 is an
asynchronous signal) by the synchronizers 224 to produce
the sequence of samples of Clk 202, Clk_s0, Clk_sl,
Clk_s2, Clk_s3, . . . Clk_sN. The synchronizers 224 typi-
cally include one or more flip-flops, an amount that is high
enough to achieve a low probability of synchronization
failure. For example, 4 or 5 flip-flops in series results in a
failure probability of less than 107,
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FIG. 2D illustrates the edge detection unit 230 of FIG. 2A,
in accordance with one embodiment. The edge detection unit
230 includes an array of AND gates 231, an edge identifi-
cation unit 232, and a plurality of encoders 234. The edge
detection unit 230 receives the sequence of samples Clk_s0,
Clk_sl, . . . Clk_sN produced by the clock sample unit 220.
The sequence of samples Clk_s0, Clk_s1, . .. Clk_sN are
input to an array of AND gates 231 to locate edge indica-
tions, e.g., rising transitions within the sequence of samples.
In other words, the array of AND gates 231 detect rising
edges of the second clock signal, Clk 202 sampled by the
first clock signal, Clk 201. In one embodiment, the edge
detection unit 230 may be configured to locate edge indi-
cations that are falling transitions or both falling and rising
transitions.

One or more bits of the transition signals 233, t=Clk_
s,& ~Clk_s,; ; are true if a rising edge of the Clk 202
occurred between delayed versions of the Clk 201, Clk_d,_,
and Clk_d,, where i ranges from O to N. For example, when
a rising edge of Clk 202 occurs between Clk_d3 and Clk_d4
and a falling edge of Clk 202 occurs between Clk_d7 and
Clk d8, the Clk_s, signals are 000011110 and the transition
signals 233 encode the value 000010000 for i ranging O to
N=8. The transition signals 233, t,, are input to an edge
identification unit 232 that finds the first bit that is true and
the second bit that is true (starting from t,) in the sequence
of transition signals 233—if any of the bits are true. A
one-hot encoding of the first bit that is true and the second
bit that is true are output on signals first_oh and second_oh
that are in turn encoded by the encoders 234 into m=log,
(N)-bit binary signals first 235 and second 237. The transi-
tion signals 233 and/or the first_oh and second_oh signals
maybe considered as edge indications. The first 235 and the
second 237 values are encoded as signals and indicate the
locations of the edge indications, as a number of bit posi-
tions from t,, where the first and second transitions occurred
respectively. For example, when the transition signals 233
encode the value 000100010, the values of first_oh and
second_oh, respectively are 000000010 and 000100000. In
this case the values of first 235 and second 237 respectively
are Y4 and %s. Because there are eight bit positions in this
example, an edge detected in position i indicates an edge that
occurred i/8 of a cycle before the most recent edge of the Clk
201. Signals encode the values first_v 236 and second_v 238
that are also produced by the encoders 234 to indicate if a
first and second transition were found, respectively.

FIG. 2E illustrates the phase unit 240 of FIG. 2A, in
accordance with one embodiment. The phase unit 240
receives the values first 235 and first_v 236 from the edge
detection unit 230 and generates the phase 203 value. The
phase unit 240 includes a phase register 244, an incrementor
242, and a multiplexor 246. If a transition is detected, e.g.,
first_v 236 is asserted (is True) and first 235 equals the phase
value. First 235 is a measure (in units of time) from the
rising edge of Clk 201 to the most recent transition of the Clk
202. When first_v 236 is asserted, the multiplexor 246
selects the first 235 value as the output, next phase. When a
transition is not detected, e.g., first_v 236 is not asserted and
the multiplexor 246 selects the incremented phase 245 as the
next phase. The incremented phase 245 value is computed
by the incrementor 242 as phase 203 incremented by ONE.
The constant ONE represents one period of the Clk 201. In
the previous example—where the phase 203 value is repre-
sented in eighths of a UL, the constant ONE has the binary
value 01000—representing 8/8.

The next_phase value is input to the phase register 244
that outputs the phase 203 signal. The following Verilog may
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be translated to generate at a least a portion of the logic
shown in the phase unit 240, in particular to provide an input
(next_phase) to the phase register 244:

assign next_phase=first_v?first:phase+‘ONE;

FIG. 2F illustrates the period unit 250 of FIG. 2A, in
accordance with one embodiment. The period unit 250
includes a period register 254, a subtractor 252, and two
multiplexors 256 and 258. The period unit 250 receives first
235, first_v 236, second 237, and second_v 238 from the
edge detection unit 230 and incremented phase 245 from the
phase unit 240 and generates the period 204 output signal.
If no transition is detected, e.g., neither first_v 236 nor
second_v 238 is asserted, the next_period (and period 204)
is unchanged. Otherwise, if two transitions are detected, e.g.,
first_v 236 and second_v 238 are both asserted, the next_
period is computed by subtracting first 235 from the phase
of the previous transition, second 237. If only one transition
is detected, e.g., first_v 236 is asserted, the next_period is
computed by subtracting first 235 from the phase of the
previous transition, incremented phase 245. In other words,
the current phase, first 235 is subtracted from the phase of
the last transition—either second 237, if a second transition
is detected in the same period of the Clk 201, or incremented
phase 245, otherwise.

When a second transition is detected, a first transition is
also detected. When second_v 238 is asserted, the multi-
plexor 256 selects the second 237 value as the input to the
subtractor 252. When a second transition is not detected, the
multiplexor 256 selects the incremented phase 245 as the
input to the subtractor 252. The subtractor subtracts the first
235 value from the input to generate an output. When a first
transition is detected, the multiplextor 258 selects the output
of the subtractor 252 as the next period. Otherwise, the
multiplextor 258 selects the output of the period register 254
as the next period and the period 204 value is unchanged.

The following Verilog may be translated to generates at a
least a portion of the logic shown in the period unit 250, in
particular to provide an input (next_period) to the period
register 254:

assign next_period = first_v ?
(second__v ? second : (phase+ ONE))- first) : period ;

The next_period value is input to the period register 254
that outputs the period 204 signal.

In one embodiment, when Clk 201 is 1 GHz and delay
elements 211 can be trimmed across process-voltage-tem-
perature variations (PVT) to 62.5 ns, N=16 and m=4, and the
constant ONE is 010000. When the value of N is a power of
2 the calculations performed by the edge detection unit 230
are simplified. The phase 203 and period 204 are represented
in a fixed-point notation with m bits to the right of the binary
point. The phase register 244 and period register 254 need to
include sufficient bits to encode the largest possible period
of Clk 202. For example, if the slowest possible Clk 202 has
a period that is 5 times longer than the period of Clk 201,
then three bits to the left of the binary point are required.

Because of the delay required for retiming and synchro-
nization the values of phase 203 and period 204 reflect the
phase and period of Clk 201 a fixed number of Clk 201
cycles in the past. For example when the synchronizers 224
have a delay of four cycles and a retiming delay of one cycle
is introduced by the flip-flops 222, the phase 203 and period
204 values represent the state of Clk 202 five Clk 201 cycles
in the past. A fast synchronizer design that uses period 204
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(and possibly derivatives of period 204) to predict the phase
of Clk 202 on the next cycle of Clk 201—predicts forward
six cycles of Clk 201.

FIG. 3A illustrates waveforms of two clock signals, Clk
201 and Clk 202, in accordance with one embodiment. The
frequency of the second clock, Clk 202 is faster than the
frequency of the first clock, Clk 201. Signals are transmitted
from a second clock domain corresponding to the Clk 202 to
a first clock domain corresponding to the Clk 201. As shown,
the period 302 of the Clk 202 is shorter than the period 301
of'the Clk 201. Therefore, at least one edge indication for the
Clk 202 should be detected within each clock period 301 by
the edge detection unit 230. As shown, two edges of the Clk
202 occur within the period 301. At the most recent edge 305
of clock 201, the first 235 value corresponding to a first edge
indication within the period 301 is computed by the edge
detection unit 230. At the most recent edge 305 of the clock
201, the second 237 value corresponding to a second edge
indication within the period 301 is also computed by the
edge detection unit 230.

In one embodiment, the edge detection unit 230 is con-
figured to compute a third value corresponding to a third
edge indication. The third value may be used to compute a
slope of the relative period when at least one of the Clk 201
and the Clk 202 is changing smoothly. The slope may be
used by a synchronization unit to predict a more accurate
value of the future phase and future period. Predicting the
values of the phase 203 and period 204 one or more clocks
ahead is useful because the current phase 203 and period 204
are valid for several clock cycles of the Clk 201 in the past
due to the latency of the high-frequency phase detector 200.

FIG. 3B illustrates another example of waveforms of the
two clock signals, Clk 201 and Clk 202, in accordance with
one embodiment. The frequency of the transmitting clock,
Clk 202 is slower than the frequency of the receiving clock,
Clk 201. As shown, the period 312 of the Clk 202 is longer
than the period 311 of the Clk 201. Therefore, during some
periods of the Clk 201 an edge indication for the Clk 202
may not be detected by the edge detection unit 230.

At an oldest edge 323, the first 310 value corresponding
to a first edge indication at the start of period 312 is located
by the edge detection unit 230 and the first 235-B value is
computed by the edge detection unit 230. In this example
assume that the first 235-B value equals 7 units of the delay
211. Therefore, the next phase is set to 7 by the phase unit
240 and the next period is computed as the difference
between phase 203 summed with N=16 and first 310. The
phase 203 and period 204 are updated at the clock edge 324.
At a next edge 324, no edge indication is located by the edge
detection unit 230 and, the next phase is updated by the
phase unit 240 as the phase 203 increased by N=16 so that
the phase 203 is updated to 7+16=23. The period 204 is
unchanged.

At a most recent edge 325, the first 235-A value corre-
sponding to another first edge indication at the end of the
period 312 is located by the edge detection unit 230 and the
first 235-A value is computed by the edge detection unit 230.
In this example assume that this additional first 235-A value
equals 6 units of the delay 211. Therefore, the next phase is
set to 6 by the phase unit 240 and the next period is
computed as the difference between phase 203 summed with
N=16 and first 235-A, i.e., 23+16-6=33. The phase 203 and
period 204 are updated at the clock edge 325.

FIG. 4 illustrates a flowchart of a method 400 for deter-
mining the phase 203 and period 204, in accordance with
one embodiment. At step 405, a set of delayed versions of
the Clk 201 is generated by the clock delay unit 210. At step
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410, the Clk 202 is sampled by the clock sample unit 220
using the set of delayed versions of the Clk 201 to produce
the sequence of samples 225 in the domain of the Clk 201.
Then, at step 415, the edge detection unit 230 locates any
edges, e.g., rising, falling, or rising and falling, within the
sequence of samples 225.

At step 420, the phase unit 240 determines if a first edge
indication was detected by the edge detection unit 230, and,
if not, at step 425 the phase 203 is updated to the phase 203
increased by one period of Clk 201, e.g., phase+ONE. When
first edge indication is not detected by the edge detection
unit 230, the period 204 is not changed. Otherwise, when a
first edge indication is detected, at step 430 the phase unit
240 sets the phase 203 equal to the first 235 signal generated
by the edge detection unit 230. At step 435, the period unit
250 determines if a second edge indication is detected by the
edge detection unit 230, and, if so, then at step 440 the
period unit 250 sets the period 204 equal to the difference
between the second 237 signal and the first signal 235.
Otherwise, at step 445, the period unit 250 updates the
period 204 to the difference between the sum of the phase
203 and one period of the Clk 201 and the first 235 signal.

FIG. 5A illustrates a high-resolution phase detector 500,
in accordance with one embodiment. The high-resolution
phase detector 500 includes an open-loop clock delay unit
510, the clock sample unit 220, a clock sample unit 520, the
edge detection unit 230, a period computation unit 530, a
phase unit 540, and a period unit 550. The high-resolution
phase detector 500 receives a first clock, Clk 201, and a
second clock, Clk 202, and generates two values, a phase
503 and a period 504.

FIG. 5B illustrates the open-loop clock delay unit 510 of
FIG. 5A, in accordance with one embodiment. The open-
loop clock delay unit 510 replaces the clock delay unit 210
in the high-resolution phase detector 500 compared with the
high-resolution phase detector 200. A series of N delay
elements 511 produces N clock phases, e.g., delayed ver-
sions of Clk 201, specifically Clk_d0, Clk_d1, Clk_d2,
Clk_d3, . .. Clk_dN. Unlike the clock delay unit 210, the N
clock phases do not necessarily span exactly one clock cycle
because the open-loop clock delay unit 520 does not include
aphase comparator 215 to control the amount by which each
of the delay elements 511 delays the Clk 201 to generate the
delayed versions of the Clk 201. The number of delay
elements 511 should be high enough so that at least one
period of the Clk 201 is sampled.

FIG. 5C illustrates the clock sample unit 520 of FIG. 5A,
in accordance with one embodiment. The clock sample unit
520 includes a plurality of flip-flops 522. The clock sample
unit 520 receives the delayed versions of Clk 201 generated
by the clock delay unit 210 and produces a sequence of
samples of the first clock signal, Clk 201. Sampling the first
clock signal is performed to compute the period of the Clk
201 in units of the delay introduced by one delay element
511. Each clock phase, Clk_d0, Clk_dl1, ... Clk_dN is used
to sample Clk 201, producing the sequence of first clock
samples at the outputs of the flip-flops 522, e.g., Clk_pl,
Clk_p2, Clk_p3, . . . Clk_pN.

FIG. 5D illustrates the period computation unit 530 of
FIG. 5A, in accordance with one embodiment. The period
computation unit 530 includes an array of AND gates 531,
an edge identification unit 532, and an encoder 534. The
period computation unit 530 receives the sequence of first
clock samples Clk_p1, Clk_p2, ... Clk_pN produced by the
clock sample unit 520. The sequence of first clock samples
Clk_pl, Clk_p2, ... Clk_pN are input to the array of AND
gates 531 to locate rising transitions, e.g., edges, within the
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sequence of first clock samples. In other words, the AND
gates 531 detect rising edges of the first clock signal 201
sampled by delayed versions of the first clock signal 201.
The AND gates 531 generate transition signals 533 that may
be used to compute the period of the Clk 201. The AND
gates 531 receiving at least one of Clk_p1 and Clk_p2 may
be ignored by the edge identification unit 532 to ensure that
metastable signals are not sampled. In one embodiment, the
period computation unit 530 may be configured to locate
falling transitions or both falling and rising transitions.

One or more bits of the transition signals 533,
t,=Clk_p,&~CIlk_p, , are true if a rising edge of the Clk 201
occurred between delayed versions of the Clk 201, Clk_d,_,
and Clk_d,, where i ranges from O to N. The transition
signals 533, t,, are input to the edge identification unit 532
that finds the first one (where one is a bit that is true) in the
sequence of transition signals 533. The binary encoding of
the position at which the first edge is detected is rperiod
535—the period of Clk 301 in units of the delay of one delay
511.

FIG. 5E illustrates the phase unit 540 of FIG. 5A, in
accordance with one embodiment. The phase unit 540
includes a phase register 544, an adder 542, a multiplexor
546, and a phase divider 548. The phase unit 540 receives
first 235 and first_v 236 from the edge detection unit 230 and
rperiod 535 from the period computation unit 530 and
generates the phase 503 output signal. The value rperiod 535
is used in the phase unit 540 in place of the constant ONE
in the phase unit 240. Also, the value of phase produced by
the phase unit 540 is divided by rperiod 535 for use by a fast
periodic synchronizer.

First 235 is a measure (in units of time) from the rising
edge of Clk 201 to the most recent transition of the Clk 202.
If a transition is detected, e.g., first_v 236 is asserted, first
235 gives the phase value. When first_v 236 is asserted, the
multiplexor 546 selects the first 235 value as the output, next
phase. When a transition is not detected, e.g., first_v 236 is
not asserted, the multiplexor 546 selects incremented phase
545 as the next phase. The incremented phase 545 value is
computed by the adder 542 as the pre-divider phase 543
incremented by rperiod 535.

The next_phase value is input to the phase register 544
that outputs the pre-divider phase 543 value. The following
Verilog may be translated to generate at a least a portion of
the logic shown in the phase unit 540, in particular to
provide an input (next_phase) to the phase register 544:

assign  next_phase=first_v?first:predivider_phase+rpe-

riod;

The output of the phase register 544, e.g., pre-divider
phase 543, is divided by rperiod 535 within the phase divider
548 to produce the phase 503 value.

FIG. 5F illustrates the period unit 550 of FIG. 5A, in
accordance with one embodiment. The period unit 550
includes a period register 554, a subtractor 557, multiplexor
556, multiplexor 558, and a divider 258. The period unit 550
receives first 235, first_v 236, second 237, and second_v 238
from the edge detection unit 230, rperiod 535 from the
period computation unit 530, and incremented phase 545
from the phase unit 540 and generates the period 504 output
signal.

If no transition is detected, e.g., neither first_v 236 nor
second_v 238 is asserted, the next_period (and period 504)
is unchanged. Otherwise, if two transitions are detected, e.g.,
first_v 236 and second_v 238 are both asserted, the next_
period is computed by subtracting first 235 from the phase
of the previous transition, second 237. If only one transition
is detected, e.g., first_v 236 is asserted, the next_period is
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computed by subtracting first 235 from the phase of the
previous transition, incremented phase 545. In other words,
the current phase, first 235 is subtracted from the phase of
the last transition—either second 237 if a second transition
is detected in the same period of the Clk 201 or incremented
phase 545 otherwise. The number of bits for dividers 548
and 552 is determined by the number of bits in rperiod 535,
e.g., 4 bits if N=16. Note that N may be any integer value
and N need not be a power of two.

When a second transition is detected, a first transition is
also detected. When second_v 238 is asserted, the multi-
plexor 556 selects the second 237 value as the input to the
subtractor 557. When a second transition is not detected, the
multiplexor 556 selects the incremented phase 245 as the
input to the subtractor 557. The subtractor subtracts the first
235 value from the input to generate an output. When a first
transition is detected, the multiplexor 558 selects the output
of the subtractor 252 as the next period. Otherwise, the
multiplexor 558 selects the output of the period register 554
as the next period and the period 204 value is unchanged.

The following Verilog may be translated to generate at a
least a portion of the logic shown in the period unit 550, in
particular to provide an input (next_period) to the period
register 554:

assign next_period = first v ?
((second_v ? second : (pre-divider phase+rperiod))- first) : period ;

The next_period value is input to the period register 554.
The output of the period register 554, e.g., pre-divider
period, is divided by rperiod 535 within the period divider
552 to produce the period 504 value.

FIG. 5G illustrates another flowchart of a method 560 for
determining the phase 503 and period 504 using the open-
loop high-resolution phase detector 500, in accordance with
one embodiment. At step 565, a set of delayed versions of
the Clk 201 is generated by the open-loop clock delay unit
510. At step 570, the Clk 202 is sampled by the clock sample
unit 220 using the set delayed versions of the Clk 201 to
produce the sequence of samples 225 in the domain of the
Clk 201. Then, at step 575, the edge detection unit 230
locates any edges, e.g., rising, falling, or rising and falling,
within the sequence of samples 225.

At step 572, the Clk 201 is sampled by the clock sample
unit 520 using the set delayed versions of the Clk 201 to
produce the sequence of first clock samples 525 in the
domain of the Clk 201. Then, at step 574, the period
computation unit 530 locates an edge, e.g., rising, falling, or
rising and falling, within the sequence of first clock samples
525 and determines the rperiod 535, e.g., the period of the
Clk 201. One or more of steps 572 and 574 may be
performed in parallel with one or more of steps 570 and 575.

At step 580, the phase unit 540 determines if a first edge
indication was detected by the edge detection unit 230, and,
if not, at step 585 the next phase is computed as the sum of
the pre-divider phase 543 increased by one period of the Clk
201 (rperiod 535). The next phase is then divided by one
period of the Clk 201 to generate the phase 503 value, e.g.,
(pre-divider_phase+rperiod)/rperiod. When first edge indi-
cation is not detected by the edge detection unit 230, the
period 504 is not changed. Otherwise, when a first edge
indication is detected, at step 590, the phase unit 540 the
next phase is set equal to the first 235 signal generated by the
edge detection unit 230. The next phase is then divided by
rperiod 535 to generate the phase 503 value. At step 595, the
period unit 550 determines if a second edge indication is
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detected by the edge detection unit 230, and, if so, then at
step 598 the period unit 550 sets the period 504 equal to the
difference of the second 237 value and the first 235 value
divided by the rperiod 535. Otherwise, at step 598, the
period unit 550 updates the period 504 to the difference
between the sum of the pre-divider phase 503 and one period
of the Clk 201 (incremented phase 542) and the first 235
signal divided by one period of the Clk 201 (i.e., rperiod
535).

FIG. 6A illustrates an exemplary integrated circuit device
650 in which the various architecture and/or functionality of
the various previous embodiments may be implemented.
The integrated circuit device 650 includes a logic unit 655,
a synchronizer 660, and a logic unit 665. The logic unit 655
receives the clock 202 and generates outputs that are syn-
chronous with the clock 202. The outputs are received by the
synchronizer 660 and are transmitted from the clock domain
of the clock 202 to the clock domain of the clock 201 using
the phase 203 and period 204 values computed by the
high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500. The transmitted
outputs that are synchronized to the clock domain of the
clock 201 are received by the logic unit 665.

A Variation-Tolerant Periodic Synchronizer

When provided with the phase 203 and period 204 values,
a variation-tolerant synchronizer may be configured to syn-
chronize signals transmitted from a second clock domain
corresponding to the first clock signal, Clk 202, and received
in a first clock domain corresponding to the second clock
signal, Clk 201. The variation-tolerant synchronizer can
tolerate rapid changes in clock periods of the first and/or
second clock signals—subject to a maximum variation in
phase per cycle of the first clock signal relative to the second
clock signal. Therefore, the variation-tolerant synchronizer
can be used in integrated circuit devices that employ volt-
age-tracking clock generators. The variation-tolerant syn-
chronizer may also synchronize signals with low latency
during power state transitions when the first and/or second
clock signals can change frequency.

The high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500 may be
configured, as previously described, to measure the next
phase and next period of the Clk 202 and update the phase
203 and period 204 values at the end of each cycle of the Clk
201, e.g., at the rising edge of the Clk 201. The phase
indicates the time from the last transition of the Clk 202 to
the last transition of the Clk 201. The period is the time
between two transitions of the Clk 202.

To perform synchronization with low latency, the varia-
tion-tolerant synchronizer samples the signals to be synchro-
nized at various transitions of the Clk 202. In one embodi-
ment, two registers are used to separately sample “even” and
“odd” transitions. In other words, every other cycle of the
Clk 202 an “even” register samples and stores the signals to
be synchronized. An “odd” register samples and stores the
signals to be synchronized on the non-even cycles (odd
cycles) of the Clk 202. Each phase 203 value is associated
with an indication of whether the measured phase corre-
sponds to an even edge or an odd edge of the Clk 202. When
more than two registers sample and store the signals to be
synchronized, the indication specifies the respective periodic
transition, e.g., first edge, second edge, third edge, etc., of
the Clk 202.

Because of retiming and synchronization delays the phase
203 and period 204 values reflect the state of the Clk 202 D
cycles of the Clk 201 in the past. To select an output of the
proper register sampling the signals to be synchronized
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(even/odd or first/second/third edge, etc.) one or more values
of the phase 203 in the future cycles of the Clk 201 are
extrapolated. More specifically, the phase 203 S=D+1 cycles
in the future is extrapolated from the current values of the
phase 203 and period 204. Intervening future values of the
phase 203 are also extrapolated when D is greater than zero.
A series of phase values including the extrapolated values of
the phase 203 is searched to identify the register sampling
the signals to be synchronized that is the most recently
written register that is safe to select to generate synchronized
signals in the first clock domain that corresponds to the Clk
201.

To reduce the latency incurred by the signals transmitted
through the variation-tolerant synchronizer, the edge of the
Clk 202 that occurs just before the next edge of the Clk 201,
based on the series of phase values, is identified. The edge
that is identified needs to have sufficient timing margin so
that the sampled signals are stable. The register associated
with the identified edge (even/odd or first/second/third edge)
is selected for output by the variation-tolerant synchronizer
to produce the synchronized signals.

FIG. 6B illustrates a flowchart of a method 600 for
synchronizing signals, in accordance with one embodiment.
At step 605 a phase value representing a phase of a second
clock signal relative to a first clock signal is received by the
variation-tolerant synchronizer. At step 610 a period value
representing a relative period between the second clock
signal and the first clock signal is received by the variation-
tolerant synchronizer. At step 615 an extrapolated phase
value of the second clock signal relative to the first clock
signal corresponding to a next transition of the first clock
signal is computed based on the phase value and the period
value.

More illustrative information will now be set forth regard-
ing various optional architectures and features of a variant
tolerant synchronizer. It should be strongly noted that the
following information is set forth for illustrative purposes
and should not be construed as limiting in any manner. Any
of the following features may be optionally incorporated
with or without the exclusion of other features described.

Given the phase 203 (phase) value and the period 204
(period) value, extrapolated phase values may be computed
as:

p~phase+S-i*period

for i=[0,X] and S in Ul. Where X is selected to ensure at
least one extrapolated phase value is greater than one.
Greater than one means that the extrapolated phase value
occurs after the current edge of the Clk 201, i.e., in the
future. Each extrapolated phase value p, is the time from
transition 1 of the Clk 202 to the next transition of the Clk
201.

FIG. 6C illustrates waveforms of two clock signals, the
Clk 201 and the Clk 202, in accordance with one embodi-
ment. In the example shown in FIG. 6C, the frequency of the
Clk 201 is 1 GHz (1000 ps period) and the frequency of the
Clk 202 is 621 MHz (1610 ps period). The phase 203 value
is an 8 (four bits to the right of the binary point, phase=0.5).
The phase 203 value is associated with an even edge
indication. The period 204 value is 26 (1.61 in fixed-point
format with four bits to the right of the binary point). The
phase 203 and period 204 values reflect the state of the Clk
202 D=3 cycles of Clk 201 in the past, so S=4.

As shown in FIG. 6C, the phase 203 value that is received
at time t=0 corresponds to the state of the Clk 201 and the
Clk 202 at time t=—4, four cycles of the Clk 201 earlier than
time t=0. At time t=0, the variation tolerant synchronizer
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selects either the even or odd register to sample the signals
to be synchronized. As previously explained, the variation
tolerant synchronizer first computes extrapolated phase val-
ues to generate a series of extrapolated phases based on the
phase 203 value and the period 204 value.

At time t=-4 a rising edge of the Clk 202 occurred in the
middle of the receiver eye of the Clk 201, i.e., halfway
between two rising edges of the Clk 201. Assuming that the
high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500 includes N=16
delay elements 211 or 511, respectively, the period 203 value
is 26 measured in units of 1s” of the period of the Clk 201
or %16 UL S in units of %16 Ul is 4*N, so S=64/16 Ul. The
variation tolerant synchronizer then computes a series of
extrapolated phase values p, in units of Vis Ul as:

Po=8+64=-T72 (even)

P =8+64-26=-46 (odd)
Po=8+64-2%26=-20 (even)
Py=8+64-3%26=6 (0dd)

P4=8+64-4%26=32 (even)

The variation tolerant synchronizer searches the series of
extrapolated phase values to find the two extrapolated phase
values that straddle the transition of the Clk 201 at time t=0.
The two extrapolated phase values that straddle time t=0
provide the timing of the two transitions of the Clk 202 that
are closest to the next transition of the Clk 201 occurring at
t=0. One of the transitions of the Clk 202 is an even edge and
the other is an odd edge. To ensure the largest possible
timing margin, the variation tolerant synchronizer may be
configured to select the extrapolated phase value having the
larger margin. Alternatively to minimize latency, the syn-
chronizer can be configured to select the smallest negative
extrapolated phase value providing adequate margin for safe
sampling of input signals in the clock domain associated
with the Clk 202. The smallest negative phase value is the
latest extrapolated phase value that is closest to the next
transition of the Clk 201.

As shown in FIG. 6C, the two extrapolated phase values
that straddle the edge of the Clk 201 at t=0 are p,=-20
(even) and p,=6 (odd). In other words, an even edge of the
Clk 202 occurs 20/16 of a Clk 201 cycle before the next edge
of the Clk 201 (at time t=0) and an odd edge of the Clk 202
occurs % of a Clk 201 cycle after the next edge of Clk 201.
The variation tolerant synchronizer is configured to identify
the extrapolated phase value p,=-20 as the safe extrapolated
phase value and select the “even” register corresponding to
the extrapolated phase value p,. Selecting the extrapolated
phase value p, provides 20/16 of a Clk 201 cycle, i.e., 1375
ps of timing margin. In one embodiment, to reduce latency,
the minimum timing margin is added to each extrapolated
phase and the variation tolerant synchronizer is configured
to select the negative extrapolated phase value closest to t=0.

If the period of the Clk 201 and/or the Clk 202 varies
smoothly during a voltage transient, accuracy of the extrapo-
lated phase values may be improved by adding a second
order term to the extrapolated phase value equation. The
second order term accounts for the slope of a sequence of
period 204 values. Whenever the period 204 value is
updated, a difference value for each consecutive period 204
value, dperiod, may be computed:

dperiod=new_period-old_period.
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The equation to compute extrapolated phase values using the
second order term is:

pi~phase+S—i*period—i* *dperiod

However, because the period 204 values reflect the state of
the Clk 201 and the Clk 202 in the past, the value of dperiod
also lags and the extrapolated phase values will also lag and
not account for the changing period for D cycles of the Clk
201.

FIG. 6D illustrates other waveforms of the two clock
signals, Clk 201 and Clk 202, in accordance with one
embodiment. At time t=—4 a rising edge of the Clk 202
occurred in the middle of the receiver eye of the Clk 201,
i.e., halfway between two rising edges of the Clk 201.
Assuming that the high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500
includes 16 delay elements 211, the period 203 value is
26/16 and dperiod is computed as —%3. The variation tolerant
synchronizer then computes a series of extrapolated phase
values p; in units of ¥ieth of the period of the Clk 201 as:

Po=8+64=-T72 (even)
P1=8+64-26+(343)=—47 (odd)
Po=8+64-2%26+4*(345)=-22%4 (even)
P3=8+64-3%26+9%(34)=0 (odd)

P4=8+64-4%26+16%(35)=21Y3 (even)

The variation tolerant synchronizer searches the series of
extrapolated phase values to find the two extrapolated phase
values that straddle the transition of the Clk 201 at time t=0.
The two extrapolated phase values that straddle time t=0
provide the timing of the two transitions of the Clk 202 that
are closest to the next transition of the Clk 201. One of the
transitions of the Clk 202 is an even edge and the other is an
odd edge. To ensure the largest possible timing margin, the
variation tolerant synchronizer may be configured to select
the extrapolated phase value having the larger margin.
Alternatively the variation tolerant synchronizer may be
configured to select the smallest negative phase value with
a safe margin.

As shown in FIG. 6D, the two extrapolated phase values
that straddle the edge of the Clk 201 at t=0 are p,=-22%
(even) and p;=0 (odd). The variation tolerant synchronizer
is configured to identify the extrapolated phase p,=—222%4 as
the safe extrapolated phase value and select the “even”
register corresponding to the extrapolated phase p,. The
extrapolated phase p;=0 should not be selected because the
timing margin is 0 and the edges of the Clk 201 and the Clk
202 may be coincident.

The worst-case timing in terms of selecting a safe
extrapolated phase value occurs when the even and odd
extrapolated phase values are equidistant from t=0 (the
current transition of the Clk 201) because the timing margin
is half of the period of the Clk 201, T,/2. The timing margin
needs to accommodate the errors in the measured phase 203
and period 204 values. Errors in measurement of the phase
203 value include quantization errors of 2 LSB (V42 of the
period of the Clk 201 the previous example) plus any
systematic error in the high-resolution phase detector 200 or
500. Errors in measurement of the period 204 value include
quantization plus systematic error multiplied by i. The
maximum value of i is Sf/f, where f, and f, are the
frequencies of the Clk 202 and the Clk 201, respectively.
The timing margin also needs to accommodate errors due to
variations of the periods of the Clk 201 and/or the Clk 202
due to voltage transients integrated over i cycles.
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For example, suppose that the measurement error of the
phase 203 value and the period 204 value are limited to Y42
of the period of the Clk 201 (31 ps), that the period of the
Clk 202 is at least 1000 ps, that i,,,,=6, and that the keepout
region is 50 ps wide. The keepout region is a threshold of
time on either side of an edge of the Clk 201 during which
an extrapolated phase value is not considered safe. The
measurement error is a total of 7*31 ps=217 ps. When the
measurement error and the keepout region are subtracted
from the period of the Clk 202, 1000 ps-217 ps=733 ps
remain within which to tolerate a period variation over 6
cycles. 733 ps over 6 cycles averages to over 120 ps/cycle,
or assuming a linear variation, a sweep from Ops/cycle at the
start of the interval to 240 ps/cycle at the end of the interval.

If needed, the timing margin may be increased by using
more registers in the synchronizer. For example, rather than
dividing edges into even and odd, three registers may be
used labeling edges as first, second, and third. Using three
separate registers provides a full cycle of the Clk 202 as
timing margin. Using two registers gives a timing margin of
15 of a Clk 202 period. Using three registers gives a timing
margin of one Clk 202 period and using four registers gives
a timing margin of two Clk 202 periods. The extrapolated
phase value that is closest to the current edge of the Clk 201
edge is the latest extrapolated phase value and when the
latest extrapolated phase value meets the timing margin
requirement it is considered to be the safe extrapolated phase
value. The register corresponding to the safe extrapolated
phase value is selected to generate the synchronized signals.

FIG. 7A illustrates a variation-tolerant periodic synchro-
nizer 700, in accordance with one embodiment. The varia-
tion tolerant synchronizer 700 includes a registered signals
unit 710, a phase series extrapolation unit 705, and a
selection unit 715. A high-resolution phase detector 200 or
500 may be coupled to the variation tolerant synchronizer
700 to provide the phase 203 value and the period 204 value.
The variation-tolerant periodic synchronizer 700 receives
the input signals 701 that are synchronized to the Clk 202,
the Clk 201, the Clk 202, the phase 203 value, and the period
204 value and produces the output signals 711 that are
synchronized to the Clk 201.

The registered signals unit 710 receives the input signals
701 that are synchronized to the Clk 202, samples the input
signals 701 at different cycles of the Clk 202 (odd/even or
first/second/third edges, etc.) and stores the sampled input
signals for the different cycles of the Clk 202 in separate
registers. The phase series extrapolation unit 705 receives
the phase 203 and period 204 values and computes a series
of extrapolated phase values that are provided to the selec-
tion unit 715. The selection unit 715 identifies a safe
extrapolated phase value of the series of extrapolated phase
values that is closest to the current transition of the Clk 201
while providing adequate timing margin.

If a safe extrapolated phase value cannot be found, the
selection unit 715 indicates that no safe extrapolated phase
value was found by negating an enable signal and updating
of the output signals 711 is disabled for the current cycle of
the Clk 201. When a safe extrapolated phase value is
identified by the selection unit 715, the selection unit 715
configures the registered signals unit 710 to select the
register corresponding to the safe extrapolated phase value
to generate the output signals 711. When adequate timing
margin exists for at least one of the extrapolated phase
values, the enable signal should be enabled so that one of the
separately registered versions of the input signals 701 is
selected for output as the synchronized output signals 711.
In sum, the variation-tolerant periodic synchronizer 700
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selects a sampled version of the input signals 701 that
corresponds to the safe extrapolated phase value as the
output signals 711 that are synchronized to the Clk 201.

FIG. 7B illustrates the registered signals unit 710 of FIG.
7A, in accordance with one embodiment. The registered
signals unit 710 receives the input signals 701, the Clk 201,
the Clk 202, a select 717, and an enable 718. The select 717
and enable 718 are generated by the selection unit 715 based
on the series of extrapolated phase values. An even register
702 samples the input signals 701 at “even” transitions of the
Clk 202 and an odd register 703 samples the input signals
701 at “odd” transitions of the Clk 202. The select 717
selects the output of either the even register 702 or the odd
register 703. When the enable 718 is asserted, the selected
output of registers 702 and 703 is sampled at the transition
of the Clk 201 and output by a register 708 as the output
signals 711. When the enable 718 is negated, the output
signals 711 are maintained by the register 708 and not
updated at the transition of the Clk 201.

FIG. 7C illustrates another flowchart of a method 750 for
synchronizing signals, in accordance with one embodiment.
At step 755, a phase 203 value representing a phase of a
second clock signal, e.g., the Clk 202, relative to a first clock
signal, the Clk 201, is received by the variation-tolerant
synchronizer 700. At step 760, a period 204 value repre-
senting a relative period between the second clock signal
and the first clock signal is received by the variation-tolerant
synchronizer 700. At step 765, the variation-tolerant syn-
chronizer 700 determines if the period 204 value is varying,
and, if so, a series of extrapolated phase values is computed
using the phase 203 value, the period 204 value, and the
varying period value, i.e., the slope of the period 204 value.

If at step 765, the variation-tolerant synchronizer 700
determines that the period 204 value is not varying, then, at
step 775, a series of extrapolated phase values correspond-
ing to a next transition of the first clock signal is computed
based on the phase 203 value and the period 204 value. Note
that for step 775 the slope of the period 204 value is zero,
so steps 770 and 775 may be combined in one embodiment.
At step 780, the variation-tolerant synchronizer 700 deter-
mines a timing margin based on the measurement error of
the phase 203 value and the period 204 value and errors due
to variations of the period 204 value due to voltage and/or
current transients.

At step 785, at a transition of the first clock, the variation-
tolerant synchronizer 700 identifies a latest extrapolated
phase value in the series of extrapolated phase values that is
also a safe extrapolated phase value based on the timing
margin. When the extrapolated phase value that is closest to
the next transition of the Clk 201 does not satisfy the timing
margin, a next latest extrapolated phase value that satisfies
the timing margin may be selected as the safe extrapolated
phase value. At step 790, the variation-tolerant synchronizer
700 determines if a safe extrapolated phase value is identi-
fied, and, if not, at step 794, the variation-tolerant synchro-
nizer 700 maintains the current output signals 711. Other-
wise, at step 792, the variation-tolerant synchronizer 700
selects the signals output by the register corresponding to the
safe extrapolated phase value to generate the output signals
711.

A Speculative Periodic Synchronizer

When the timing margin is applied, each extrapolated
phase value becomes an extrapolated phase value interval or
range, e.g., [p,~,p;.], rather than a single value p,. As the
timing margins increase, the size of the extrapolated phase
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value intervals also increase and it may become more
difficult to identify a safe extrapolated phase value for the
next edge of the Clk 201. The latest extrapolated phase value
interval may include the next transition of the Clk 201. The
next latest extrapolated phase value interval may also
include the next transition of the Clk 201. If a safe extrapo-
lated phase value interval can be identified, the latency
associated with the identified safe extrapolated phase value
interval may be several cycles greater than the latency
associated with the latest extrapolated phase value interval.

FIG. 8A illustrates waveforms of two clock signals, the
Clk 201 and the Clk 202, and a series of extrapolated phase
intervals [p,—,p,+], in accordance with one embodiment. As
i increases, the timing margin also increases, so that the
range of each successive extrapolated phase value interval
increases from p, to p,. As shown in FIG. 8A, the pair of
extrapolated phase values p; and p, straddle the next tran-
sition of the Clk 201 at t=0 and the extrapolated phase value
ps is the latest extrapolated phase value. However, the
extrapolated phase value interval [p;—,p;+] for p; includes
t=0. Therefore, the registered signal corresponding to the
extrapolated phase value p; is not a safe extrapolated phase
value because adequate timing margin is not provided. Ift=0
were not included within the extrapolated phase value
interval [p;—,p;+] the extrapolated phase value p; would be
a safe extrapolated phase value. For the example shown in
FIG. 8A, the extrapolated phase value p, is the safe extrapo-
lated phase value. The latency of a variation-tolerant syn-
chronizer increases when the “older” registered signal cor-
responding to the extrapolated phase value p, is selected
instead of the latest registered signal corresponding to the
extrapolated phase value p;.

As previously explained, the timing margin may be
reduced by increasing the number of registers that sample
the input signals for different transitions of the Clk 202.
When the range of the extrapolated phase value intervals is
very large the number of registers that sample the input
signals may need to be increased to find an extrapolated
phase value that is safe. Reducing the timing margin and
range of the extrapolated phase value intervals reduces the
latency of the variation-tolerant synchronizer. For example,
a third register may be included in the registered signals unit
710 shown in FIG. 7B so that instead of sampling on even
and odd cycles of the Clk 202, the input signals 701 are
sampled every first, second, and third cycles of the Clk 202.
Another technique that may be used to perform low-latency
synchronization is to use a reduced timing margin, and
speculatively synchronize the input signals using reduced
extrapolated phase value intervals.

When operating speculatively, a speculative periodic syn-
chronizer operates using reduced timing margins that are
adequate to handle some, but not all, variation of clock
periods of the Clk 201 and/or the Clk 202. For example, the
reduced timing margins may be adequate to handle timing
variation during normal operation but not sufficient to
handle rare cases of extreme power supply variation that
produce extreme variations in the clock periods of the Clk
201 and/or the Clk 202. The reduced timing margins cause
the speculative periodic synchronizer to select sampled input
signals having lower latency compared with a periodic
synchronizer using non-reduced timing margins. However,
because the reduced timing margins are speculative, the
speculative periodic synchronizer checks each synchroniza-
tion S cycles of the Clk 202 later, when the measured phase
value is more precisely known. When the measured phase
value differs from the extrapolated phase value such that the
actual phase value does not satisfy the timing margin, i.e., is
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not safe, the synchronization resulting from the extrapolated
phase value is recalled or cancelled. In one embodiment, any
intervening synchronizations are also recalled. In an alter-
nate embodiment, only the unsafe synchronization is
recalled. Therefore, use of the speculative periodic synchro-
nizer is limited to cases where the output signals generated
by the speculative synchronization can be recalled several
cycles after the output signals are generated. For example,
when the result of speculative synchronizations initiates
memory read operations the operations can be cancelled or
the result of the read simply ignored and no persistent state
is modified. However, the result of a speculative synchro-
nization should not be used to initiate a memory write
operation which may irreversibly modify persistent state.

FIG. 8B illustrates a flowchart of a method 800 for
speculatively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment. At step 801, a phase of a second clock signal
relative to a first clock signal is received that was measured
at least one cycle of the second clock signal earlier. At step
801, a period of the second clock signal relative to the first
clock signal is received that was also measured at least one
cycle of the second clock signal earlier. At step 805, reduced
timing margin is determined based on the phase and the
period. At step 808, a speculative synchronized output signal
is generated based on the reduced timing margin. In one
embodiment, a registered input signal is selected based on
the reduced timing margin to generate the speculative syn-
chronized output signal.

More illustrative information will now be set forth regard-
ing various optional architectures and features of a specu-
lative periodic synchronizer. It should be strongly noted that
the following information is set forth for illustrative pur-
poses and should not be construed as limiting in any manner.
Any of the following features may be optionally incorpo-
rated with or without the exclusion of other features
described.

The phase and the period values are measured for each
transition of the Clk 202 and are updated at each cycle of the
Clk 201. Retiming and synchronization within the high-
resolution phase detector 200 and/or 500 introduce an S
cycle delay in the availability of the measured phase 203
(503) and the period 204 (504) values that are output by the
high-resolution phase detector 200 (500). The delayed mea-
surements of the phase 203 and period 204 values (from S
cycles in the past) produces the series of extrapolated phase
values that are predicted phases of the Clk 202 relative to the
next transition of the Clk 201. In one embodiment, a
derivative of the measured period 204 values may also be
used to produce the series of extrapolated phase values.

When timing margins are applied to the series of extrapo-
lated phase values, each p, is bounded by a lower extrapo-
lated phase interval bound p,— and an upper extrapolated
phase interval bound p,+:

PE[D— D] =[0-AO+S—iT-0.5(+i)AT,0+A0+S—i T+
0.5(+)AT],

where 0 is the phase 203 value and T is the period 204 value.
The timing margins account for measurement uncertainty
and variations in the period 204 value. A AO variation is the
uncertainty in the measured phase value. The AT variation
has two separate components, a systematic component AT
and a measurement component AT,,, such that AT=AT +
AT,, AT, is the variation in the period value due to a
variation in the period of the Clk 201 and/or the Clk 202 and
AT,, is the uncertainty of the measured period value.

When two registers are used to sample the input signals
(odd/even), the series of extrapolated phase value intervals
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is searched to find the pair of extrapolated phase value
intervals spaced by two that straddles t=0. In other words,
the series of extrapolated phase value intervals is searched to
find the largest i that satisfies the following constraint

Dit<0<p;o—.

The largest i that satisfies the constraint corresponds to an
even or odd clock cycle and the corresponding even or odd
register is selected to generate the synchronized output
signal. When three registers are used to sample the input
signals (e.g., first/second/third), the series of extrapolated
phase value intervals is searched to find the pair of extrapo-
lated phase value intervals spaced by three that straddles t=0.
When the number of registers that sample the input signals
is increased, the span between the extrapolated phase value
intervals being searched increases (e.g., with three registers
i is paired with i+3), and identification of a pair of extrapo-
lated phase value intervals that satisfies the constraint is
more likely.

As previously explained, when one or more of the
extrapolated phase value intervals resulting from AT and/or
A6 include the transition of the Clk 201 at t=0, it may not be
possible to identify a pair of extrapolated phase value
intervals that satisfies the constraint. When a pair of extrapo-
lated phase value intervals is not identified that satisfies the
constraint, the synchronized output signal is not updated and
the latency incurred by synchronization -effectively
increases. Speculative synchronization may be used to
reduce the latency incurred for synchronization during most
of'the clock cycles by using reduced timing margins. For the
clock cycles when speculative synchronization cannot be
used reliably, i.e., when the sampled input signal may be
metastable, the speculatively synchronized signals may be
recalled (or cancelled) and then synchronized based on
non-reduced timing margins, as described further herein.

In the previous analysis the variation in period T is
characterized as a slope AT. Over the S cycle duration from
when the period is measured to when the period is used to
compute the series of extrapolated phase values, the period
can change by a total of SAT. An absolute bound 8T may be
applied as the variation of T, allowing the entire 3T variation
to take place in a single cycle. In this case, the formula for
the lower extrapolated phase interval bound p,- and the
upper extrapolated phase interval bound p,+ becomes:

DD prt] = [0-AO+S—i T-iST,0+AO+S—i T+iST].

A smaller value for AT or 8T may be used to compute a
reduced timing margin that is applied to the series of
extrapolated phase value intervals to generate the specula-
tive series of extrapolated phase value intervals. The latest
safe speculative extrapolated phase value interval is identi-
fied to generate a speculatively synchronized output signal
and output signals that are speculatively synchronized are
marked as being speculative. Downstream logic receiving
the speculatively synchronized output signals should avoid
performing irreversible operations that depend on the specu-
latively synchronized output signals. After the speculatively
synchronized output signals are determined to be safe (and
will not be recalled) irreversible operations may be per-
formed using the speculatively synchronized output signals.

The actual (measured) phase value that is received as the
phase value 203 S cycles later is compared with the earlier
identified speculative extrapolated phase value interval to
determine whether the earlier identified speculative extrapo-
lated phase value interval was safe. If the synchronization is
performed in cycle k, then on cycle k+S the high-resolution
phase detector 200 or 500 outputs the measured phase as the
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phase 203 value, 8, in cycle k. One cycle later, on cycle
k+S+1, the high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500 out-
puts 6, The synchronization in cycle k was safe

0,>A0+z, and 0,, >1 or 6, ,<1-AB-z,,.

where t,,=is the timing margin.

If after taking measurements 0, and 0,,, the synchroni-
zation is found to be safe a validate signal is sent to mark the
speculatively synchronized output signals as non-specula-
tive. On the other hand, if the synchronization is found to be
unsafe, a recall signal is sent to recall the speculatively
synchronized output signals. Depending on the structure of
the speculative periodic synchronizer, non-speculatively
synchronized output signals that are generated based on a
series of extrapolated phase value intervals may then be
generated with greater latency.

In an alternate embodiment the synchronizer need not
wait until cycle k+S to validate the speculative synchroni-
zation. Each cycle after the original synchronization for
which a new phase measurement is available the full-margin
phase interval associated with the synchronization is nar-
rowed. FIG. 8C illustrates waveforms of the clock signals
201 and 202 and a speculative series of extrapolated phase
intervals, in accordance with one embodiment. The specu-
lative series of extrapolated phase intervals is generated
using the series of extrapolated phase intervals shown in
FIG. 8A and reduced timing margins. As shown in FIG. 8A,
the phase value p, is the latest extrapolated phase value
having an extrapolated phase value interval that does not
include the transition of the Clk 202 at t=0. Therefore, the
extrapolated phase value p, would be selected as the safe
phase value. As shown in FIG. 8C, a reduced timing margin
is applied and the extrapolated phase value interval [p;—,
ps+] shown in FIG. 8A is reduced to generate the speculative
extrapolated phase value interval [p;—,p;+] shown in FIG.
8C. As shown in FIG. 8C, the transition of the Clk 202 at t=0
occurs after and is not included within the speculative
extrapolated phase value interval. Therefore, the extrapo-
lated phase value p; is selected for the speculative synchro-
nization.

After a cycle of the Clk 201 (at k+1), the measured phase
value p, is not yet known because the rising edge of the Clk
202 occurs after t=—4. After another cycle of the Clk 201 (at
k+2), the measured the phase value p, is known and the
corresponding interval [p,—,p;+] is narrowed such that
p1—=p,—A6 and p,+=p,+A0 which equals the (non-specula-
tive) extrapolated phase value interval for p,. If the original
synchronization had identified the phase p, as the phase
value that was used for the speculative synchronization and
the narrowed interval [p,-,p,+] occurs before t=0 and does
not include t=0 (now t=-2), then the synchronization may be
marked non-speculative. However, p; was identified as the
phase value for the speculative synchronization and the
measured phase value p; is not yet known.

When the speculative extrapolated phase value interval
for p, is narrowed to equal the extrapolated phase value
interval for p,, the other intervals in the series of extrapo-
lated phase value intervals may also be updated and nar-
rowed. Specifically, after two cycles of the Clk 201 have
transpired at t=2 the extrapolated phase value interval of p,
is computed using i=2 instead of i=3, as was used at t=0. If
the updated interval [p;—,ps+] occurs before and does not
include t=0 (now t=-2), then the speculative synchroniza-
tion may be marked non-speculative.

After four cycles of the Clk 201 have transpired at t=4
(k+4) and the extrapolated phase value interval of p; is
computed using i=1 instead of i=3. If the updated interval
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[ps—sp5+] does not include t=0 (now t=—4), as shown in FIG.
8C, then the speculative synchronization may be marked
non-speculative. If the speculative synchronization could
not be marked non-speculative at k+4, then, after five cycles
of the Clk 201 the measured phase value p; taken at t=0 is
known and the extrapolated phase value interval [p;—,p5+] is
updated to [p;—A0,p;+A0]. If the updated interval occurred
before and did include t=0 (now t==5), then the speculative
synchronization would be recalled. A speculative synchro-
nization may be marked as non-speculative as soon as cycle
k+1. A speculative synchronization may not be recalled until
k=S.

FIG. 8D illustrates a speculative periodic synchronizer
850, in accordance with one embodiment. The speculative
periodic synchronizer 850 is coupled to a high-resolution
phase detector 200 or 500 that generates the phase 203 value
and the period 204 value. The speculative periodic synchro-
nizer 850 includes a phase series extrapolation unit 855, a
speculative registered signals unit 860, and a speculative
selection unit 865. The phase series extrapolation unit 855
receives the phase 203 value and the period 204 value S
cycles after the phase and period are measured and generates
a series of extrapolated phase values. The speculative selec-
tion unit 865 receives the phase 203 value and the series of
extrapolated phase values and applies a reduced timing
margin to compute a speculative series of extrapolated phase
value intervals, from which a latest speculative extrapolated
phase value interval that does not include the Clk 201
transition at t=0 is identified. The speculative selection unit
865 selects the registered input signals 851 corresponding to
the identified latest speculative extrapolated phase value
interval to generate the speculatively synchronized output
signals, speculative output signals 861. When the specula-
tive selection unit 865 does not identify a speculative
extrapolated phase value interval, the speculative output
signals 861 are not updated. The speculative selection unit
also produces an indication as to whether the output signal
generated is speculative or not, e.g., a validate signal 868.

The speculative selection unit 865 tracks the speculative
output signals 861 that are output and generates a recall
signal 866 or a validate signal 868, as needed. The recall
signal 866 is used to recall speculative output signals 861
that were previously output based on the corresponding
measured phase 203 value that is received by the speculative
selection unit 865 S cycles later. Recalled speculative output
signals 861 are discarded by the receiving logic. The vali-
date signal 868 is used to indicate that a previously specu-
lative output signal has been determined to be non-specu-
lative and hence can be safely used in an irreversible
operation. The validate signal 868 may be asserted as late as
S cycles after speculative output signals 861 are generated.
The speculative registered signals unit 860 may include two
or more registers, where each register is configured to
sample the input signals 851 on a different transition of the
Clk 202.

FIG. 8E illustrates another flowchart of a method 820 for
speculatively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment. At step 801, the phase series extrapolation unit
855 computes a series of extrapolated phase values based on
the phase 203 value and the period 204 value provided by
the high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500. At step 805,
the speculative selection unit 865 applies a reduced timing
margin, e.g., a reduced variation in AT or 3T to the series of
extrapolated phase values to produce a speculative series of
extrapolated phase value intervals. At step 806, the specu-
lative selection unit 865 identifies a latest speculative
extrapolated phase value interval that does not include a
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transition of the Clk 201 at t=0. At step 811, the speculative
selection unit 865 configures the speculative registered
signals unit 860 to select a registered input signal corre-
sponding to the latest speculative extrapolated phase value
interval to generate the speculative output signals 861. If the
speculative output signals 861 are not speculative, i.e., an
extrapolated phase value interval is safe without the reduced
timing margins then the validate 868 signal is asserted.

If, at step 812, the speculative selection unit 865 deter-
mines that the latest speculative extrapolated phase value
interval was safe, then at step 822, the validate 868 signal is
asserted and synchronization of the input signals 851 con-
tinues. Otherwise, at step 816, the speculative selection unit
865 determines if S cycles of the Clk 201 have occurred
since the speculative output signals 861 were generated, and,
if so, at step 820, the speculative selection unit 865 recalls
the speculative output signals 861 generated S cycles earlier.

Otherwise, at step 818, the speculative selection unit 865
waits for another cycle of the Clk 201 to possibly obtain a
phase 203 value corresponding to an extrapolated phase
value. At the next cycle of the Clk 201, the series of
extrapolated phase value intervals is updated when a new
phase 203 value is known. As previously explained in
conjunction with FIG. 8C, updating the series of extrapo-
lated phase value intervals when a new phase 203 is received
narrows the phase value intervals. At step 812, the narrowed
extrapolated phase value intervals are checked to see if the
speculative synchronization can be marked as non-specula-
tive. Note, that the speculative selection unit 865 may be
configured to generate the speculative output signals 861
while simultaneously performing one or more of steps 812,
816, 818, 822, and 820.

In one embodiment, the speculative periodic synchronizer
850 may be configured to perform both an aggressive
synchronization and a safe synchronization. The safe syn-
chronization has a higher latency compared with the aggres-
sive synchronization so that aggressively synchronized sig-
nals appear one or more cycles ahead of the signals that are
safely synchronized. However, the latency incurred when a
recall is needed is reduced because the safely synchronized
signal can replace the recalled aggressively synchronized
signals within a small number of clock cycles. Output
signals that are aggressively synchronized are labeled as
speculative and irreversible operations should not be per-
formed using the speculative output signals until the output
signals are marked as non-speculative (validated). When a
safely synchronized output signal is available that corre-
sponds to a previously output speculative output signal, the
safely synchronized output signal is compared to the previ-
ously output speculative output signal. If the signals match,
the speculative output signal is marked non-speculative and
the safely synchronized output signal is discarded. If the
signals do not match, then previously output speculative
output signal is recalled and replaced by the safely synchro-
nized output signal.

Replacing a recalled speculative output signal 811 may
require re-doing reversible work that was done from the time
the speculative output signal 811 was received from the
speculative periodic synchronizer 850 until the safely syn-
chronized output signal is received from the speculative
periodic synchronizer 850. For example in a pipelined
circuit that receives the speculative output signal 811, sev-
eral pipeline stages may need to be flushed and the sequence
of inputs, starting with the safely synchronized output sig-
nal, may need to be replayed.

FIG. 9A illustrates a speculative periodic synchronizer
900, in accordance with one embodiment. The speculative
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periodic synchronizer 900 is coupled to a high-resolution
phase detector 200 or 500 that generates the phase 203 value
and the period 204 value. The speculative periodic synchro-
nizer 900 includes a phase series extrapolation unit 908, a
safe registered signals unit 904, a speculative registered
signals unit 905, and a speculative selection unit 910. The
phase series extrapolation unit 908 receives the phase 203
value and the period 204 value S cycles after the phase and
period are measured and generates a series of extrapolated
phase values. The speculative selection unit 910 receives the
phase 203 value and the series of extrapolated phase values
and applies a reduced timing margin to compute a specula-
tive series of extrapolated phase value intervals, from which
a latest speculative extrapolated phase value interval is
identified that does not includes a transition of the Clk 201
at t=0. The speculative selection unit 910 configures the
speculative registered signals unit 905 to select the regis-
tered input signals 901 corresponding to the identified latest
speculative extrapolated phase value interval to generate the
speculative output signals 911. When the speculative selec-
tion unit 910 does not identify a safe speculative extrapo-
lated phase value interval, the speculative output signals 911
are not updated and the validate signal 928 is asserted.

The speculative selection unit 910 also applies a non-
reduced timing margin to the series of extrapolated phase
values to compute a safe series of extrapolated phase value
intervals, from which a latest safe extrapolated phase value
interval is identified. The speculative selection unit 910
configures the safe registered signals unit 904 to select the
registered input signals 901 corresponding to the latest
extrapolated phase value interval to generate the safe output
signals 921. When the speculative selection unit 910 does
not identify an extrapolated phase value interval, the safe
output signals 921 are not updated.

The speculative selection unit 910 tracks the speculative
output signals 911 that are output and generates a recall
signal 906, as needed, to recall previously output speculative
output signals 911 when the previously output speculative
output signals 911 do not match the corresponding safe
output signals 921 that are received by the speculative
selection unit 910 one or more cycles later. Recalled specu-
lative output signals 911 are replaced with the corresponding
safe output signals 921 by the receiving logic. The validate
signal 928 may be asserted up to S cycles after speculative
output signals 911 are generated. The safe registered signals
unit 904 and the speculative registered signals unit 905 may
include two or more registers, where each register is con-
figured to sample the input signals 901 on a different
transition of the Clk 202. In one embodiment, at least a
portion of the two or more registers is shared between the
safe registered signals unit 904 and the speculative regis-
tered signals unit 905.

FIG. 9B illustrates a flowchart 920 of another method for
speculatively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment. At step 922, the phase series extrapolation unit
908 computes a series of extrapolated phase values based on
the phase 203 value and the period 204 value provided by
the high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500. At step 925,
the speculative selection unit 910 applies a reduced timing
margin, e.g., a reduced variation in AT or 3T to the series of
extrapolated phase values to produce a speculative series of
extrapolated phase value intervals. At step 926, the specu-
lative selection unit 910 identifies a latest speculative
extrapolated phase value interval. At step 928, the specula-
tive selection unit 910 configures the speculative registered
signals unit 905 to select a registered input signal corre-
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sponding to the identified latest speculative extrapolated
phase value interval to generate speculative output signals
911.

At step 923, the speculative selection unit 910 applies a
non-reduced timing margin to the series of extrapolated
phase values to produce a (safe) series of extrapolated phase
value intervals. At step 927, the speculative selection unit
910 identifies a latest safe extrapolated phase value interval.
At step 929, the speculative selection unit 910 configures the
safe registered signals unit 904 to select a registered input
signal corresponding to the latest safe extrapolated phase
value interval to generate safe output signals 921. One or
more of steps 923, 927, and 929 may be performed in
parallel or in series with steps 925, 926, and 928.

At step 930, the speculative selection unit 910 determines
if the safe output signals 921 match the corresponding
previously output speculative output signals 911. If, at step
930, the speculative selection unit 910 determines that the
safe output signals 921 match the corresponding previously
output speculative output signals 911, then the previously
output speculative output signals 911 are safe, and, at step
934, the validate signal 918 is asserted and synchronization
of the input signals 851 continues. In other words, the
previously output speculative output signals 911 are marked
as non-speculative. Otherwise, if the safe output signals 921
do not match the corresponding previously output specula-
tive output signals 911 at step 931, the speculative selection
unit 910 determines if S cycles of the Clk 201 have occurred
since the speculative output signals 911 were generated, and,
if so, at step 936, the speculative selection unit 910 recalls
the speculative output signals 911 corresponding to the safe
output signals 921 and the speculative output signals 911 are
replaced with the safe output signals 921.

Otherwise, at step 932, the speculative selection unit 900
waits for another cycle of the Clk 201 to possibly obtain a
phase 203 value corresponding to an extrapolated phase
value. At the next cycle of the Clk 201, the series of
extrapolated phase value intervals is updated when a new
phase 203 value is known. As previously explained in
conjunction with FIG. 8C, updating the series of extrapo-
lated phase value intervals when a new phase 203 is received
narrows the phase value intervals. At step 930, the narrowed
extrapolated phase value intervals are compared with the
corresponding previously output speculative output signals
911 to see if the speculative synchronization can be marked
as non-speculative. Note, that the speculative selection unit
910 may be configured to output speculative output signals
911 while simultaneously performing one or more of steps
930, 931, 932, 934, and 936.

In a common use case, the speculative periodic synchro-
nizer 950 may be used to pass first-in first-out (FIFO) buffer
head and tail pointers between the clock domains associated
with the Clk 201 and the Clk 202. In contrast with conven-
tional synchronizers, the head and tail pointers do not need
to be Gray-coded when the speculative periodic synchro-
nizer 950 is used. Non-speculative or safely synchronized
pointer values should be used to check for the FIFO full
condition—to avoid overwrites. Speculatively synchronized
pointer values may be used to check for FIFO empty
conditions—to reduce latency. When the FIFO goes from
the empty to the non-empty state, speculatively synchro-
nized head and tail pointer values are generated by the
speculative periodic synchronizer 950 with low latency.
Safely synchronized head and tail pointer values are gener-
ated by the speculative periodic synchronizer 950 in the
same cycle or one or more cycles later. Note that the
speculative periodic synchronizer 950 is configured to pro-
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vide both the speculatively synchronized head and tail
pointer values and the safely synchronized head and tail
pointer values, e.g., speculative output signals 911 and safe
output signals 921.

Compared with a conventional FIFO, the FIFO synchro-
nizer includes some duplicated circuitry in addition to
speculative periodic synchronizers 950 to synchronize the
head and tail pointer values. In particular, the pointer reg-
isters and pointer comparison logic is duplicated. Impor-
tantly, the storage elements within the FIFO, which are the
bulk of the cost of the FIFO synchronizer, are not duplicated.

In some circumstances times during which the clock
signals Clk 201 and Clk 202 are stable may be detected, and
other times during which the period value T may vary as a
result of variations in the Clk 201 and/or the Clk 202 signal
may be detected. For example, in a system using dynamic
voltage and frequency scaling (DVFS) the period value is
stable for long durations of time and then varies smoothly
for a short interval. In another circumstance, the Clk 201
and/or the Clk 202 signal varies in frequency to track
variations in supply voltage, and a variation in the period
value, T can be anticipated by use of a voltage sensor or
through correlation with a logical event that is known to
cause voltage variation.

In any circumstance where changes between a stable
period value and a variable period value can be detected or
anticipated, different values may be used for the bounds on
period variation AT or 3T to improve synchronization per-
formance. When the period 204 value is stable, a low value
of AT or 8T may be used to reduce the latency incurred
during synchronization. When the period 204 value is vari-
able, a higher value of AT or 8T may be used giving higher
latency but safe synchronization. If different degrees of
variation in the period 204 value and/or the frequency of
either the Clk 201 or the Clk 202 signal can be detected (by
a voltage sensor or by correlation) different values of AT or
dT can be selected depending on the amount of variation
detected. More specifically, different values of AT or 8T may
be selected by the speculative periodic synchronization unit
850 and/or 900 and used to compute the reduced timing
margins.

FIG. 9C illustrates a speculative periodic synchronizer
950, in accordance with one embodiment. The speculative
periodic synchronizer 950 is coupled to a high-resolution
phase detector 200 or 500 that generates the phase 203 value
and the period 204 value. The speculative periodic synchro-
nizer 950 includes a phase series extrapolation unit 955, a
speculative registered signals unit 960, and a speculative
selection unit 965. The phase series extrapolation unit 955
receives the phase 203 value and the period 204 value S
cycles after the phase and period are measured and generates
a series of extrapolated phase values.

The speculative selection unit 965 receives system infor-
mation 952 that indicates whether the frequency of the Clk
201 and/or the Clk 202 is stable or varying. In one embodi-
ment, the system information 952 indicates an amount by
which the frequency of the Clk 201 and/or the Clk 202 may
vary. The speculative selection unit 965 may use the system
information 952 to compute the reduced timing margin. In
one embodiment, when the system information 952 indi-
cates high variations in the Clk 201 and/or the Clk 202 the
speculative selection unit 965 may use a non-reduced timing
margin. Note that the speculative periodic synchronizer 900
may also be adapted to receive the system information 952
and compute the reduced timing margin based on the system
information 952.
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The speculative selection unit 965 receives the phase 203
value and the series of extrapolated phase values and applies
the computed reduced timing margin to compute a specu-
lative series of extrapolated phase value intervals, from
which a latest speculative extrapolated phase value interval
is identified that does not includes a transition of the Clk 201
at t=0. The speculative selection unit 965 configures the
speculative registered signals unit 960 to select the regis-
tered input signals 951 corresponding to the identified latest
speculative extrapolated phase value interval to generate the
speculative output signals 961. When the speculative selec-
tion unit 965 does not identify a speculative extrapolated
phase value interval, the speculative output signals 961 are
not updated and the validate signal 928.

The speculative selection unit 965 tracks the speculative
output signals 961 that are output and generates a recall
signal 966, as needed, to recall speculative output signals
961 that were previously output based on the corresponding
phase 203 value that is received by the speculative selection
unit 965 S cycles after the phase value is measured. Recalled
speculative output signals 961 are discarded by the receiving
logic. The validate signal 968 may be asserted up to S cycles
after speculative output signals 961 are generated. The
speculative registered signals unit 960 may include two or
more registers, where each register is configured to sample
the input signals 951 on a different transition of the Clk 202.

FIG. 9D illustrates another flowchart of a method 970 for
speculatively synchronizing signals, in accordance with one
embodiment. At step 971, the phase series extrapolation unit
955 computes a series of extrapolated phase values based on
the phase 203 value and the period 204 value provided by
the high-resolution phase detector 200 or 500. At step 972,
the speculative selection unit 965 adjusts a timing margin
component, e.g., ATs or 8T, based on the system information
952 and computes a reduced timing margin.

At step 975, the speculative selection unit 965 applies the
computed reduced timing margin to the series of extrapo-
lated phase values to produce a speculative series of extrapo-
lated phase value intervals. At step 976, the speculative
selection unit 965 identifies a latest speculative extrapolated
phase value interval that does not include a transition of the
Clk 201 at t=0. At step 978, the speculative selection unit
965 configures the speculative registered signals unit 960 to
select a registered input signal corresponding to the latest
speculative extrapolated phase value interval to generate the
speculative output signals 961.

At step 980, the speculative selection unit 965 determines
if the identified latest speculative extrapolated phase value
interval was safe. If, at step 980, the speculative selection
unit 965 determines that the identified latest speculative
extrapolated phase value interval was safe, then at step 984,
the validate signal 968 is asserted and synchronization of the
input signals 951 continues. Otherwise, at step 985, the
speculative selection unit 965 determines if S cycles of the
Clk 201 have occurred since the speculative output signals
961 were generated, and, if so, at step 986, the speculative
selection unit 965 recalls the speculative output signals 961
generated S cycles earlier.

If, at step 985, S cycles of the Clk 201 have not occurred
since the speculative output signals 961 were generated,
then at step 988, the speculative selection unit 965 waits for
another cycle of the Clk 201 to possibly obtain a phase 203
value corresponding to an extrapolated phase value. At the
next cycle of the Clk 201, the series of extrapolated phase
value intervals is updated when a new phase 203 value is
known. As previously explained in conjunction with FIG.
8C, updating the series of extrapolated phase value intervals
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when a new phase 203 is received narrows the phase value
intervals. At step 989, the narrowed extrapolated phase value
intervals are checked to see if the speculative synchroniza-
tion can be marked as non-speculative. Note, that the
speculative selection unit 965 may be configured to generate
the speculative output signals 961 while simultaneously
performing one or more of steps 980, 984, 985, 986, and
988.

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary system 1000 in which the
various architecture and/or functionality of the various pre-
vious embodiments of the speculative periodic synchronizer
850, speculative periodic synchronizer 900, or speculative
periodic synchronizer 950 may be implemented. As shown,
the system 1000 is provided including at least one central
processor 1001 that is connected to a communication bus
1002. The communication bus 1002 may be implemented
using any suitable protocol, such as PCI (Peripheral Com-
ponent Interconnect), PCI-Express, AGP (Accelerated
Graphics Port), HyperTransport, or any other bus or point-
to-point communication protocol(s). The system 1000 also
includes a main memory 1004. Control logic (software) and
data are stored in the main memory 1004 which may take the
form of random access memory (RAM).

The system 1000 also includes input devices 1012, a
graphics processor 1006, and a display 1008, i.e. a conven-
tional CRT (cathode ray tube), LCD (liquid crystal display),
LED (light emitting diode), plasma display or the like. User
input may be received from the input devices 1012, e.g.,
keyboard, mouse, touchpad, microphone, and the like. In
one embodiment, the graphics processor 1006 may include
a plurality of shader modules, a rasterization module, etc.
Each of the foregoing modules may even be situated on a
single semiconductor platform to form a graphics processing
unit (GPU).

In the present description, a single semiconductor plat-
form may refer to a sole unitary semiconductor-based inte-
grated circuit or chip. It should be noted that the term single
semiconductor platform may also refer to multi-chip mod-
ules with increased connectivity which simulate on-chip
operation, and make substantial improvements over utilizing
a conventional central processing unit (CPU) and bus imple-
mentation. Of course, the various modules may also be
situated separately or in various combinations of semicon-
ductor platforms per the desires of the user. One or more of
the integrated circuits shown in FIG. 10 may include the
speculative periodic synchronizer 850, speculative periodic
synchronizer 900, or speculative periodic synchronizer 950
for transmitting signals between different clock domains.

The system 1000 may also include a secondary storage
1010. The secondary storage 1010 includes, for example, a
hard disk drive and/or a removable storage drive, represent-
ing a floppy disk drive, a magnetic tape drive, a compact
disk drive, digital versatile disk (DVD) drive, recording
device, universal serial bus (USB) flash memory. The
removable storage drive reads from and/or writes to a
removable storage unit in a well-known manner.

Computer programs, or computer control logic algo-
rithms, may be stored in the main memory 1004 and/or the
secondary storage 1010. Such computer programs, when
executed, enable the system 1000 to perform various func-
tions. The memory 1004, the storage 1010, and/or any other
storage are possible examples of computer-readable media.

In one embodiment, the architecture and/or functionality
of the various previous figures may be implemented in the
context of the central processor 1001, the graphics processor
1006, an integrated circuit (not shown) that is capable of at
least a portion of the capabilities of both the central proces-
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sor 1001 and the graphics processor 1006, a chipset (i.e., a
group of integrated circuits designed to work and sold as a
unit for performing related functions, etc.), and/or any other
integrated circuit for that matter.

Still yet, the architecture and/or functionality of the vari-
ous previous figures may be implemented in the context of
a general computer system, a circuit board system, a game
console system dedicated for entertainment purposes, an
application-specific system, and/or any other desired sys-
tem. For example, the system 1000 may take the form of a
desktop computer, laptop computer, server, workstation,
game consoles, embedded system, and/or any other type of
logic. Still yet, the system 1000 may take the form of various
other devices including, but not limited to a personal digital
assistant (PDA) device, a mobile phone device, a television,
etc.

Further, while not shown, the system 1000 may be
coupled to a network (e.g., a telecommunications network,
local area network (LLAN), wireless network, wide area
network (WAN) such as the Internet, peer-to-peer network,
cable network, or the like) for communication purposes.

While various embodiments have been described above,
it should be understood that they have been presented by
way of example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth
and scope of a preferred embodiment should not be limited
by any of the above-described exemplary embodiments, but
should be defined only in accordance with the following
claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

receiving a phase value representing a phase of a second
clock signal relative to a first clock signal measured for
each transition of the second clock signal;

receiving a period value representing a period of the
second clock signal relative to the first clock signal
measured for each transition of the second clock signal,
wherein a frequency of at least one of the first clock
signal and the second clock signal varies over time and
the period value varies over time;

computing, based on the phase value and the period value,
a series of extrapolated phase values of the second
clock signal relative to the first clock signal corre-
sponding to future transitions of the first clock signal;

determining a reduced timing margin based on the phase
value and the period value;

generating a speculatively synchronized output signal in a
domain of the first clock signal based on the reduced
timing margin;

applying non-reduced timing margins to the series of
extrapolated phase values to produce a safe series of
extrapolated phase value intervals; and

generating, based on the safe series of extrapolated phase
value intervals, a safe synchronized output signal that
corresponds to the speculatively synchronized output
signal.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining that the speculatively synchronized output
signal may be metastable and is not safe; and

discarding the speculatively synchronized output signal.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining that the speculatively synchronized output
signal is safe; and

indicating that the speculatively synchronized output sig-
nal is non-speculative and that irreversible operations
may be performed by logic receiving the speculatively
synchronized output signal.
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4. The method of claim 1, further comprising applying the
reduced timing margin to the series of extrapolated phase
values to produce a speculative series of extrapolated phase
value intervals, and wherein the speculatively synchronized
output signal is generated based on the speculative series of
extrapolated phase value intervals.
5. The method of claim 4, further comprising identifying
a speculative extrapolated phase value interval in the series
of speculative extrapolated phase value intervals that is
closest to a next transition of the first clock signal without
including the next transition as a closest speculative extrapo-
lated phase value interval.
6. The method of claim 5, further comprising selecting a
sampled version of an input signal corresponding to the
closest speculative extrapolated phase value interval for
output as the speculatively synchronized output signal.
7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
comparing the safe synchronized output signal to the
speculatively synchronized output signal; and
indicating that the speculatively synchronized output
signal is non-speculative when the safe synchronized
output signal matches the speculatively synchro-
nized output signal.
8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
comparing the safe synchronized output signal to the
speculatively synchronized output signal; and

replacing the speculatively synchronized output signal
with the safe synchronized output signal when the safe
synchronized output signal does not match the specu-
latively synchronized output signal.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein each extrapolated
phase value in the series of extrapolated phase values is
associated with a different transition in a sequence of tran-
sitions of the second clock signal.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining, after one or more cycles of the first clock

signal, that the speculatively synchronized output sig-
nal is safe; and

validating the speculatively synchronized output signal

indicating the irreversible operations may be performed
by logic receiving the speculatively synchronized out-
put signal.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the reduced timing
margin varies over time.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein a component of the
reduced timing margin is a slope of the period value.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein a component of the
reduced timing margin is a measurement error associated
with at least one of the phase value and the period value.
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14. The method of claim 1, wherein a component of the 50

reduced timing margin is a variation of at least one of the
first clock signal and the second clock signal due to voltage
or current transient.
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15. An integrated circuit comprising:

first circuitry operating in a first clock domain corre-
sponding to a first clock signal;

second circuitry operating in a second clock domain
corresponding to a second clock signal; and

a speculative synchronization circuit configured to:

receive a phase value representing a phase of the second
clock signal relative to the first clock signal measured
for each transition of the second clock signal;

receive a period value representing a period of the second
clock signal relative to the first clock signal measured
for each transition of the second clock signal, wherein
a frequency of at least one of the first clock signal and
the second clock signal varies over time and the period
value varies over time;

compute, based on the phase value and the period value,
a series of extrapolated phase values of the second
clock signal relative to the first clock signal corre-
sponding to future transitions of the first clock signal;

determine a reduced timing margin based on the phase
value and the period value;

generate a speculatively synchronized output signal in the
first clock domain based on the reduced timing margin;

apply non-reduced timing margins to the series of
extrapolated phase values to produce a safe series of
extrapolated phase value intervals; and

generate, based on the safe series of extrapolated phase
value intervals, a safe synchronized output signal that
corresponds to the speculatively synchronized output
signal.

16. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the specu-

lative synchronization circuit is further configured to:

determine whether the speculatively synchronized output
signal may be metastable and is not safe; and

recall the speculatively synchronized output signal when
the speculatively synchronized output signal is not safe.

17. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the syn-
chronization circuit is further configured to:

determine that the speculatively synchronized output sig-
nal is safe; and

indicate that the speculatively synchronized output signal
is non-speculative and that irreversible operations may
be performed by logic receiving the speculatively syn-
chronized output signal.

18. The integrated circuit of claim 15, wherein the specu-
lative synchronization circuit is further configured to deter-
mine, after one or more cycles of the first clock signal,
whether the speculatively synchronized output signal is safe.
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